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TBS “SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE” WEEKEND
ISRAEL: ZIONIST VISION AND REALITY - 
YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW

Friday, March 11 - Sunday, March 13

Featuring: Professor Paul Liptz
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion     

Jerusalem, Israel

As part of Temple Beth Shalom’s “Israel Action Initiative,” we are honored to welcome 
Professor Paul Liptz to our community. Professor Liptz is an exceptional educator from 
Israel who will engage us in a weekend of seminars and discussions that will enable 

us to explore the current political situation in Israel and contextualize today’s reality in 
relationship to the Zionist visionaries who set the modern State of Israel on its way.

About Our Scholar: Professor Paul Liptz
Paul Liptz first arrived in Israel from his home in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) on June 4, 1967 

in response to a call from the Jewish state for young Jews living abroad to come and help 
in the upcoming war. Following the Six Day War, he made the decision to remain in 

Israel and began his studies at the Hebrew University. 

Upon completion of his own course work, he began a 35 year career of teaching and 
lecturing at Tel Aviv University. Over the years, Professor Liptz, became an educator for 
the World Zionist Organization’s “Institute for Youth Leaders From Abroad” as well as at 
the Jerusalem Campus of the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, where 

he has been teaching for over 25 years. Professor Liptz has lectured extensively and 
conducted workshops in more than 25 countries.

We are honored to welcome Professor Liptz to Temple Beth Shalom.

Throughout the weekend, Professor Liptz will speak on a number of topics 
related to Israel. These include:

Erev Shabbat Service:
7:15 pm - “Conflict in Context: Understanding the Current Israeli-Palestinian 		
	      Situation” (Professor Liptz is our 2011 Gersten-Hoisington Memorial 	
	      Lecture Speaker)

Shabbat:
9:00 - 10:00 am - Text Study of Israeli Declaration of Independence
10:15 - 11:30 am - “From Powerlessness to Power: Creating the State (1945-1948)”
4:00 - 6:00 pm - “The Importance of Israel for Jewish Communities Around the World”
                          (Including Havdallah and refreshments)

Sunday:
9:00 - 11:00 am - “The Toughest Neighborhood in the World:
                               Israel in the Middle East”
                               (Sponsored by TBS Brotherhood - Breakfast will be served.)

 Please join us for all or any part of our weekend!



It Gets Better
Thanks to Facebook, 
YouTube and the 
internet generally, by 
now many of you have 
probably seen at least 
one video titled or 
subtitled, “It Gets Better”.  

If you have not yet seen them, just search “It 
Gets Better” and you are likely to find videos 
with your favorite celebrities. These videos 
feature people famous and not, public and 
previously private. The subjects of these 
videos have one major thing in common 
and that is that they are attempting to speak 
to all of us, gay and straight alike, in order 
for us to better understand what it is like for 
someone to come out, and to provide the 
assurances that life does in fact get better.   
   For individuals still in the closet, not 
yet ready to share with their family or 
their world, who they authentically are, 
these videos provide a safe support and 

From Rabbi Lenke
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remind them that they are not alone. 2010 
unfortunately was filled with too many 
stories of LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender) students who took their 
own lives rather than being subjected to 
the harassment, bullying, and torment 
they were experiencing in their own lives.  
Started by The Trevor Project, the It Gets 
Better Campaign wants to save young 
peoples’ lives by shouting from the rooftops 
that it does get better.  
   At a recent TBS Keshet meeting, someone 
commented that given the population of 
our Temple Beth Shalom community, there 
must be far more people who are touched 
by the LGBT community than we are 
currently aware.  I want to shout it from 
the rooftops that not only does it get better, 
but I personally would like to be there for 
you should you want to talk about your 
own journey, or that of a family member or 
friend. As a rabbi, one of the greatest gifts 
I receive is that of holding your personal 
stories.  
   Recently as I participated on a Beit Din, 

a rabbinic court, at Mayyim Hayyim, our 
community mikvah, I shared with my 
colleague as well as his conversion candidate 
what a gift it is to be entrusted with these 
love stories for Judaism. I’ve even thought 
that there should be a similarly supportive 
and accepting system for welcoming 
individuals who “come out” as this identity 
is just as powerful and important.  
   I share this message for many reasons but I 
do so now in this month of February as TBS 
Keshet is excited to be co-sponsoring the 
film Trembling Before G-d (February 13 at 
4:00pm in Simon Hall) and would love for 
you to attend.  If you think that it might be 
difficult for someone in a liberal community 
to be wrestling with these issues, this film 
focuses on what it is like for members of 
both the Modern Orthodox and Ultra 
Orthodox communities.  
   It does get better, you are not alone, and 
I believe with all of my heart that Temple 
Beth Shalom is a safe place to be.

Michele Lenke

I was speaking with an old friend as we approached the closing days of 
2010.  He asked me, “What’s new at Beth Shalom?” “Well,” I responded, 
“we have a new Youth Educator and a new Director of Early Childhood 
Education who are already doing wonderful work just six months into 
their first year in our community. We have a new cantor who was one 
of our beloved soloists for several years and is now transitioning into 
the responsibilities that come with a full cantorate. We’re engaged in a 
search for a new Director of Elementary Learning while we are in the 
midst of a transformation process which seeks to re-envision the way 

that our kindergarten through fifth grade students and their families learn and connect with 
our community. We have created a new full time position to help link our children with Jewish 
overnight camp experiences. We are also now welcoming our brand new Executive Director, a 
position that we have never had before at TBS. We’ve launched several new blogs, established 
our Facebook presence, redesigned our library, and re-imagined our Friday evening services. 
There is more, but those are some highlights.”  My friend’s response was simply, “Wow!”
   All of these changes inspire eager anticipation, excitement, and great hope for a bright future 
ahead. Of course, these are not the only emotions which surface when so much is in a state of 
flux. Author and congregational systems consultant for the Alban Institute, Peter Steinke, notes 
in his book Healthy Congregations that changes to existing systems in a synagogue like ours can 
also precipitate anxiety, irritability, mistrust, or even a psychic numbing. He teaches us that each 
of us has an “absorption capacity” for change, and when such a great deal of transformation 
and transition happens all at once, it can cause any one of us, or groups of us, to stall – to 
become frozen in the face of more metamorphoses than we can process simultaneously.
   As Ancient Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, taught, “Change is the only constant.” We know 
this to be true in our lives, in our society, and so too in our congregational home. In addition 
to being compelled by the anticipated benefits that come with all of these changes, how will we 
– individually and collectively – integrate all of these transformations at Beth Shalom into our 
relationship with this sacred community?  In part, we will do so by confronting those elements 
of change which are unsettling to us and discussing them with one another in ways that are 
constructive, purposeful, and vision-driven. With our newly adopted Temple Beth Shalom 
vision statement as our guide, we will question together and learn new lessons together. In 
Steinke’s words, “Learning is struggling.  But precisely because of the tension, we learn. To avert 
the struggle is to doom the learning.”
   When we are able to respectfully and thoughtfully share the anxieties provoked by change 
with one another, with a sense of respect for our fellow temple members, then we are able 

From Rabbi Markley
Grade 4

Parents Meeting
Beginning the

B’nei Mitzvah Journey
Monday, February 7

7:30 p.m.

to attain what congregational change 
scholars Isa Aron, Steven Cohen, Lawrence 
Hoffman, and Ari Kelman call a disposition 
of innovation.  Such a disposition is one 
of the keys to life in visionary synagogue 
communities and is marked by a search 
for multiple alternatives to challenges, a 
tolerance for failure, an ability to address 
and work through resistance to change, and 
a willingness to abandon practices which 
used to be functional but no longer are.  
This transformative work is not always easy, 
but it is always a part of life in thoughtful 
and reflective communities like ours where 
change is, indeed, the only constant.
As we both embrace and process all of the 
many changes taking place in the Temple 
Beth Shalom community, may we be guided 
by love of our shared home, by our desire 
to strive for excellence in every facet of 
synagogue life, and by our vision for the 
congregation that we seek to build together.  
Then we will truly be able to learn from our 
challenges, from our changes, and from one 
another.
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WHAT’S A MITZVAH?

While the holiday season may seem like a distant memory to many of us, 
to those who participated in Project Ezra, it is a memory that will last a 
lifetime. Many thanks to Lois and Ron Sockol and June and Richard Atkind for 
coordinating the massive effort required to prepare and serve holiday dinners 
to recipients in Needham, and, of course, thanks to all those who cooked, 
baked, carved, assembled and delivered the holiday meals. You have all made 
a difference in the lives of many others.

PREPARING FOR TIKKUN OLAM DAY
Our committee has been busy planning our Tikkun 
Olam Day that will be held this year on Sunday, March 
27. This is a day for members of our temple community 
to perform mitzvot (sacred tasks) and to help ‘repair 
the world.’ We have lined up an exciting assortment of 
activities – something for everyone. Activities include 
working at the Greater Boston Food Bank (for those age 

16 and above), clean up along the Charles River run along with the Trustee 
of Reservation, a project with the Needham Community Council, the Youth 
Choir performing at North Hill, and more!

Most activities will begin in the afternoon. We’ve arranged for the projects; 
for activities that are offsite, you just need to take care of transportation from 
the Temple for you and your family. Pre-registration is required. If you are 
interested in working on this worthwhile event, please contact John Dennis at 
jdennis@rcn.com.

GET ON YOUR WALKING SHOES
Once again Temple Beth Shalom will be participating in the 
American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life. This overnight 
event celebrates cancer survivors and raises money for 
research and programs of the American Cancer Society. The 
event will take place May 14 - 15. If you would like additional 
information or would like to participate, please contact our co-
captains Sabra Sherry at relaysabra@yahoo.com or Adam May 

at relaytbs@verizon.net.

MANY THANKS to everyone who brought new pajamas and 
books to the Temple as part of our collection in support of The 
Pajama Program. And much appreciation for Alison Davis’ efforts in 
coordinating the effort!

Betty Weiner
Chair

Social Action

AFRICAN BAOBAB
YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
In appreciation to members of Temple Beth Shalom 
for your donations for healthcare for the orphans 
and their caretakers in Uganda.
Their well being begins with your contributions. 
Thank you from the children in Sironko Uganda.
From African Baobab and Paula Rosen
21 Tanglewood Road
Needham, MA 02494

SAVE THE DATE
TBS’ TIKKUN OLAM DAY
Sunday, March 27, 2011

“One mitzvah leads to another…”Pirke Avot

Tikkun Olam projects will include:
• Volunteering at the Greater Boston Food Bank
• Trustees of Reservation Charles River Clean-up
and projects through the Needham Community 
Council.  As well, the TBS Youth Choir will be 
performing at North Hill….and more!

Anyone interested in working to help organize 
this community-wide effort, please contact

John Dennis at 781-559-3107 or jdennis@rcn.com.

Keeping Warm This Winter
Adding a sweater and keeping your 

thermostat set a couple degrees cooler are 
smart ways to save some energy.

Here are two other ways to save energy 
that will conserve resources

and save you money.

Install a programmable thermostat:
Being able to turn down the heat for large 
chunks of time, such as at night or while 
at work, can make a difference in your 
overall energy consumption. Consider 
turning off the heat to rooms that are 
not heavily used  - you’d be surprised how 
much even these small steps can help to 
reduce utility bills.
Perform regular maintenance:
If you have a forced air furnace, make 
sure to clean or change the furnace filter 
about once a month. Most furnaces will 
need to be professionally cleaned and 
tuned once a year.

Source Earth Share
http://www.earthshare.org



Almost every Friday evening we begin our 
services in song. These songs are quite often taken 
from our Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat liturgy 
and they include entrancing, often wordless, 
melodies called Niggunim. The word niggun is 
from the Hebrew verb L’nagein, meaning, “to 
play” as in an instrument. It is through the use 
of niggunim that we are encouraged to make the 
transition emotionally from the week of work 

to our rest on Shabbat. With nothing to concentrate on except the 
melody, and no lyrics with which to be concerned, Shabbat can fully 
envelop our consciousness.
   The Chassidim feel that the purpose of singing Niggunim is to 
achieve D’vakus, a word originating from the verb “to cling” or 
“to adhere”.  It is believed that by singing a niggun, the intense 
concentration might help the singer to cling to the Divine and become 
closer with G-d. The Chassidim don’t just sing the niggun once or 
twice; they sing it over and over.
   Niggunim can be used in teaching as it often helps to first learn 
the melody of a song without the words. Besides their pedagogical 
benefits niggunim have a history of their own. The popular Jewish 
publishing company, Transcontinental Music, has published 2 
volumes of niggunim in their Niggun Anthology. Each niggun has a 
name, and many are named from the community of Chassidim from 
which they originate or are based off of when they are used. Examples 
of such names are “Mazel Tov Niggun”,  “Bobover Niggun”, and 
“Shabbos Niggun”.  There is “Chassidic Niggun #1”, and “Chassidic 
Niggun #2”, and the “Goodbye Shabbat Niggun”.
   Over the years I have learned many niggunim from teachers, 
colleagues and friends. I have developed my own method for 
remembering them. Much like the Chassidim, I have devised a 
strategy of naming niggunim that I learn after the person from whom 
or from where I have learned it, such as “the Kutz Camp Niggun,” or 
“Emily’s Niggun.”
   I love to begin Shabbat services with niggunim not only because 
they are an easy vocal warm up, but also because they have a 
meditational trait unique from any other type of Jewish music. The 
right niggun calms the entire community, and brings about a state of 
harmony (pun intended) to the atmosphere that is characteristic of 
Shabbat. When I sing a niggun, I am peaceful.

B’shir,
Cantor Marcie Jonas
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President’s Message
Welcoming Daniel . . .
Several times a year, our lay and professional 
leadership participate in a Committee Chair 
-Executive Committee Liaison Team meeting. A 
few weeks ago, this group studied some of the text 
of B’shalach – the 3rd book of Exodus. As God 
prepares Moses to lift his rod and split the Sea of 
Reeds allowing the Israelites safe passage out of 
Egypt, he insists on a working partnership with 

Moses. “Why do you cry out to me?” (as if I alone can move you)  he 
asks instructing Moses to tell the Israelites to go forward while he 
stiffens Pharoah’s heart. The only way progress towards the vision of 
freedom will occur is through a collaborative effort.
   Just a few weeks ago, we at Beth Shalom also had the pleasure of 
welcoming a new partner in leadership—our Executive Director 
Daniel Barkowitz. As Daniel weaves his new role into the life of 
our community, we like Moses will be the recipient of tremendous 
guidance and wisdom. Daniel brings with him an extensive leadership 
portfolio in the arenas of financial management, technology and 
systems, staff training and development, and project management. 
His expertise in strategic thinking, communications and change 
management will offer our community the necessary support as we 
develop our administrative functions and move into our strategic 
planning work. And like we read in B’shalach, the benefit we receive 
from this expertise will lie in our partnership with Daniel.
   Once the Israelites have crossed over, God offers strategies for 
sustenance in the wilderness. These include: a ‘fixed rule’—a chok 
umishpat – mishpatim being those laws that are so strong and 
permanent that they stand even without a written Torah (‘If the 
people heed the law diligently, the Lord will be their healer.’); lessons 
in self-regulation delineating how manna should be collected daily, 
divided, and eaten; and specific instruction around ritual, for example, 
the shifting of manna collection on the 6th day to double rations, 
allowing for rest on the 7th. Now there is a possibility for spiritual 
rejuvenation, for Shabbat, for sacred space.
   For the past years, we too have recognized the need for strategizing 
in several significant areas of staff, financial and building functioning 
that required the addition to our staff of an Executive Director. 
Over the next months, we begin this work which will benefit so 
many arenas of congregational life. It will be our job as lay leaders 
and congregants to offer Daniel background and information, to 
thoughtfully share our challenges, and to ask questions when the shifts 
that accompany changing roles and administrative functioning cause 
confusion or adjustment. 
   Together we will create the blueprints for transformation in our 
administrative functioning, one of the cornerstones of our Strategic 
Planning and Visioning for our future. Please join me in celebrating 
this important milestone in our congregation’s life and in welcoming 
Daniel into sacred partnership.

L’Shalom,
Beth

From Cantor Jonas

From the TBS Adult Choir
As we look back at the year 2010 for the Adult Choir it is with profound sadness that we 

recall the passing of our dear Avis Simon, a long-time member of Temple Beth Shalom and 
an enthusiastic, dedicated member of our alto section. Temple Beth Shalom, its music, and 

participating in the choir meant a great deal to Avis.  Singing gave her joy, as she brought 
joy to us, and we will miss her dearly.  

On a bittersweet choir note, we will miss singing with Robin Adair, a long-time soprano in 
the choir. She and her husband Jason resigned from the Temple last month to return to her 

home town of Rochester, NY, where Jason has accepted a new job. It has been our pleasure to sing with Robin over these many years.
We wish Robin and Jason the best of health, happiness and success!

The shining, brightest note of the year 2010 is the beginning of the choir’s association with Cantor Marcie Jonas as our musical director. The fun has already begun, with our January 
14 Shabbat Shira (Shabbat of the Song) service. Looking ahead many choir members will be participating in the Interfaith Chorale concert on Sunday, March 6, to celebrate 

Needham’s 300th anniversary.  We will be performing Hymn of Praise by Felix Mendelssohn and the Chorale Finale to the Ninth Symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven with orchestral 
accompaniment.

We are blessed with the enthusiasm and the sweet, beautiful voice of Cantor Marcie Jonas to lead us. It is a wonderful time to add your voice to the Adult Choir. With Cantor Jonas, the 
choir is looking forward to realizing many shared visions for growth and musical opportunities. Your added voices will ensure that success. If you are interested in more information 

about upcoming choir rehearsals, or have any questions at all, please contact Sara Smith, sara_jane@comcast.net, or Lois Raskind, lorask@aol.com.
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Sisterhood
	 The winter holiday season is now over, it’s 
cold and snowy outside and spring still seems 
a long way away. However our Sisterhood 
programming provided a warm spirited glow 
with two recent events:
	 Our YES Fund Event honoring 
Rabbi Lenke on December 5 was 
an incredible afternoon for our 
entire temple community.  Along 
with a fabulous tribute to Rabbi 
Lenke, which included committee 
members performing a special song 
(sung to the tune of Michelle, Ma 
Belle by the Beatles), the program raised 
approximately $6,800 for Youth, Education 
and Special Projects supported by the 

Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ). 
And on December 9, over 60 members joined 
us for our first “Latkes & Vodka” Chanukah 
celebration! After a brief board meeting, we 
enjoyed a wonderful social evening which 
included many different types of delicious 

latkes and other munchies as well 
as various beverages of all kinds. 
In the spirit of the season, we also 
collected warm winter outerwear 
which was donated to the Circle of 
Hope.
	 While I often use this 
space to inform our community 
about our programming, this 

month I’d also like to provide some 
information about some of the other 
important functions of our board, and a few 
of the topics we’ve been discussing at recent 

meetings.
	 Membership: Led by VP Jane Spigle, our 
membership committee has been working 
hard this year to reach out to new temple 
members, and many have joined Sisterhood 
along with numerous returning members 
– we have almost 200 members so far this 
year! In addition, we are participating in a 
WRJ pilot membership program, consisting 
of a series of webinars on “the three R’s: 
Readiness, Recruitment and Retention”.  
We’ll also be implementing a new WRJ 
“Just Ask” membership campaign in the 
near future – and if you hear from one of our 
members soon, we sincerely hope you’ll say 
“Yes!” to Sisterhood.
	 Strategic Planning: Led by VP Marsha 
Moller, our strategic focus this year is 
on Leadership Development. This new 
committee has met several times and is 
developing a program which will enable 
current and future leaders to acquire the skills 
and knowledge they need to feel confident 
in their ability to make a positive difference 
for Sisterhood, TBS and the overall Jewish 
community.
	 In addition, along with First VP Lisa 
Channen and Treasurer Aimee Bierman, 
we are working on some directed financial 
planning to ensure that Sisterhood remains 
in a strong financial position going forward 
while identifying the most suitable areas 
where we can contribute to our temple and to 
other important causes affecting us as Jewish 
women. 
	 I look forward to further updating you on 
the progress of these initiatives in the coming 
months.  

In Sisterhood,
Judy Ravech

President

Please join us for an information-filled evening!

COLLEGE NIGHT
Sponsored by TBS Sisterhood

Thursday, February 10 at 7:30 pm
Worried about your child getting into college?

What do you need to do to prepare?
How soon should your child get started?

All of these questions and more will be answered by
Linda Shapiro, College Advisor.

Linda’s vast experience, including being head guidance counselor
at Newton North High School, as well as her calm style,

will provide a framework for parents to help high school students 
navigate the college admissions process. 

Temple Beth Shalom • 670 Highland Avenue • Needham
Free Admission         Light Refreshments Served

Join us for Sisterhood Celebrates Shabbat!
Sisterhood members are invited to begin Shabbat with a relaxing dinner filled with 
song and friendship on Friday, February 11.
Join us at 5:45 p.m. for dinner preceding the temple service at 7:15 p.m.
Please send response card, below, by February 4.
For more information, contact Randi Lite at rlite@rcn.com or 781-449-6843.

Name(s) of Sisterhood Members attending dinner:

Phone number:                                     Email:

Number of people attending at $18/person:             Total enclosed:
Please make your check payable to the Sisterhood of Temple Beth Shalom.
Send by February 4 to Randi Lite, 22 Parish Road, Needham, MA 02494



   One of the goals of TBS Brotherhood 
is to help all the men of our community 
deepen their connection to Judaism. We 
do this through engaging programs and 
inspiring discussions that explore issues 
related to Jewish life, culture, community 
and Israel. A great example of this kind 
of programming is our annual Rabbis’ 
Breakfast which was held on January 23. We 
truly appreciate the quality time spent with 
Rabbi Todd and Rabbi Lenke as they led 
a discussion on questions related to Jewish 
life from the audience. We thank everyone 
that attended, volunteered and participated 
in this inspiring discussion. We’d also like to 
thank the Rabbis for leading this event and 
everything that they do to personally engage 
with the men in our community.
   Another one of our goals is to bring TBS 
families together for fun and special times. 
We work to make this happen through 
organized sport outings.
   Our annual Celtics Family Outing was a 
huge hit this year. Brother Ken Davis was 

able to secure a Skybox for this year’s outing. 
Our 67 tickets quickly sold out and families 
in attendance were able to move about 
the skybox to meet and mingle with other 
families, many of whom had not met before. 
We are already looking to secure a Skybox 
again for next year’s event.
   This year we have added a Bruins Family 
Outing scheduled for Saturday, February 5. I 
am happy to report that this matinee against 
the San Jose Sharks is sold out. We hope 
that everybody that attends has a fun and 
special family experience together.
   On Saturday, January 8, a bunch of 
Brotherhood volunteers led by Eric Luskin 
gathered at the Needham transfer station 
to sort and bag bottles and cans left at the 
redemption center. We appreciate everybody 
who helped out on this cold and snowy 
day. The money raised will help ensure the 
vitality of our community.
  Recently, we have started a new tradition 
of getting men together every couple of 
months for dinner at a local restaurant to 
celebrate simchas in our community. Our 
next dinner is scheduled for February 10 
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as we toast the simchas of Brother Rich 
Simon and his wife Emily’s new baby along 
with Brother Stephen Staum’s son Noah’s 
recent graduation from the University of 
Vermont. If you or someone in your family 
is celebrating a special event, we would like 
to know about it and help you celebrate. 
   Lastly, I am proud to announce 
another new and exciting addition to our 
Brotherhood calendar. On Sunday night, 
March 13 we will be holding our first 
annual Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament. 
Doors open at 6:30 pm and the tournament 
will start promptly at 7:00 pm. The entrance 
fee is $36.00 per player and a trophy will be 
awarded to the last player standing along 
with gift cards for the winner and runner 
ups.
   We’d like to thank Stephen Gladstone, 
Jeff Keselman and Rob Braunstein for 
taking the lead in organizing this great 
event. We wonder who will be crowned as 
the top TBS player at our first tournament.

Jim Winterman

Brotherhood

TBS Jewish Film Series
presents as part of the 
TBS “ Keshet” Initiative:

TREMBLING
BEFORE G-D

Sunday, February 13, 2011
4:00 p.m.

Simon Hall

Theater concession refreshments will be served,
and a brief discussion will follow the film’s viewing.

This feature documentary shatters assumptions about faith, 
sexuality, and religious fundamentalism.

Built around intimately told personal stories of Hasidic and 
Orthodox Jews who are gay or lesbian, the film portrays a 

group of people who face a profound dilemma between their 
identity and their religious tradition.

NR-Not rated
A brief discussion will follow the film’s viewing.

If you have questions, please contact Sharon Salinger at
ssalinger@mms.org or Lois Sockol at lsockol@comcast.net.

Join us as we go “all in” at our

Sunday, March 13, Simon Hall
$36.00 entrance fee

Doors open at 6:30 pm
Tournament starts promptly at 7:00 pm.
RSVP to jwinterman@comcast.net is required

A trophy and prizes will be awarded.
Snacks and beverages will be served.

First Annual
Temple Beth Shalom

Texas Hold’Em
Poker Tournament

Save-the-Date
Sisterhood Movie Night

Wednesday, March 23 at 7:30 pm.
Movie to be announced!



“The act of kindness in not performed by the giver; rather, the act of 
kindness is performed by the receiver. Without the recipient, no blessing 

would be awakened for the giver.”  
Rabbi Zvi Miller

Let us help…
Temple Beth Shalom Chesed (Caring) Committee is made up of volunteers 
from our congregation who provide support to TBS members in need of 
assistance.
Experiencing a loss
We can help by providing a meal, house-sitting during the funeral service, 
or assisting in other ways.
Experiencing an illness
We can help by providing meals or transportation to medical 
appointments, or other destinations. We can also provide a “healing wrap,”
made affectionately by our TBS “knitting mavens.”
Taking care of a loved one
We can help by offering support to those serving as caregivers.

Our Chesed volunteers are eager to help and will respect your privacy.
Please let us help by contacting Wendy Shulman at 781-444-5009

or wshulman@comcast.net, or contacting our Rabbis through the temple office.

www.tbsneedham.org8

Chesed “Caring” Community News got knitting needles?
like to knit ?

want to do a mitzvah?
Join Chesed’s Knitting Mavens!

Make a “Healing Wrap” or
“Baby Blanket”!

Knitting a “Healing Wrap” is an easy and 
rewarding way to let someone going 

through a difficult time in their lives know 
that our Temple community is thinking of 

them and sending a “hug”.
Baby blankets are included in the

“Simcha Packages” sent to the newest 
members of our comgregation.

If you like to knit,  please join us in 
performing this meaningful mitzvah. 

We will happily supply the yarn, needles and 
instructions (basically knit 3 and purl 3).

Of course, if you have your own favorite 
needles, you may use those as well. 

 All we ask for you to provide is your time, 
your skills and your love!

For more information contact Margie Glou 
at 781-444-0943 or mglou@comcast.net.

Maybe, like me, you 
know of Rabbi Hillel 
because of the pithy 
answer he provided 
when asked to 
define Judaism while 
standing on one foot. 
His response was “Do 
not do to others what 
is hateful to yourself. 

That is the whole of Torah; the rest is 
commentary. Now go and study.” When 
learning of Hillel’s wisdom, I didn’t know 
that this answer was actually a response to 
a potential convert. Hillel was welcoming 
this new Jew by explaining that the entry 
point to our tradition is one of moral and 
ethical behavior, followed by study and 
learning.
   In Rabbi Joseph Telushkin’s wonderful 
new biography of this important Talmudic 
Rabbi, called Hillel:  If Not Now, When?, 
he argues that this welcoming approach 
to Judaism set Hillel apart from the other 
sages of his time. Telushkin argues that 
for modern Judaism to survive and thrive, 
we need to learn from Hillel’s wisdom 

and truly reconnect to our welcoming 
forefather. 
   Hillel (and Rabbi Telushkin) would 
be overwhelmed by the welcome and 
warmth that the community of Temple 
Beth Shalom exhibits. I have been lucky in 
my new role to be the recipient of much 
of this welcome as your new Executive 
Director, but I see this focus on openness 
and welcome inherent in every aspect of 
Temple life. Whether I have attended a 
committee meeting or board meeting, or 
sat with you at Shabbat services, or just 
interacted with you in the main office, I 
have felt the care and spiritual richness in 
our community. I feel truly blessed to begin 
my journey with you, and I look forward to 
working closely with each of you.
   In my new role, I have already had the 
chance to meet many of you, in both 
formal and informal settings. I look 
forward to having the chance to get to 
know many of you even better, and hope 
you will stop by my office, send me an 
email (dbarkowitz@tbsneedham.org), or 
call me to introduce yourself. I am eager 
to hear about your own experiences here 

at Temple Beth Shalom, and the ways in 
which you feel welcome in this community.  
I also look forward to working with you 
in sacred partnership to help grow and 
nurture our community by providing the 
administrative support so that we truly 
reflect Hillel’s vision of welcome in every 
aspect of our congregational life.
 

Daniel T. Barkowitz
Executive Director

From our Executive Director
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Garden Club
Essential Dates:
Tuesday, February 1: 10:00am -  3:00pm
Workshop 10:00am & Luncheon at Noon 
Reservations are required. Members only
Monday, February 28 at 7:00pm
Please join us for our regular Garden Club 
Board Meeting for March.
February is the month of the year when 
Garden Club celebrates the work that we 
have accomplished thus far by organizing 
our annual February Workshop and 
Luncheon. The theme for the day is “Literary 
Inspirations”.  Sue Kaplan will lead us in an 
inspirational floral design workshop and 
help us create beautiful centerpieces for our 
luncheon tables. Continuing the theme of 
“Literary Inspirations”, our Club members 
will bring recipes inspired by fiction, 

nonfiction, or cookbooks for our tasting 
menu. Judy Levine will be our luncheon 
chair, and we look forward to sharing the 
variety of literature that inspired us to 
prepare our recipes. 
   During this special day, Sue Kaplan will ask 
our members to randomly pick a mystery 
photo of a Needham high school student’s 
art work that will serve as the inspiration 
for our floral interpretations on display at 
Needham’s 3rd Art in Bloom on March 5 
& 6 at the Needham Public Library. The 
exhibit is open and free to all who would 
like to come and view our interpretations 
in flowers. Bring color into your wintry day 
by coming to the library and see our floral 
displays.
   See you at Garden Club.

Carol Gershman, President

Religious School
Shalom,
As mentioned in last month’s 
Scroll, the Education Vision 
Task Force completed its 
charge in December, by 
creating an inspiring Visions 
Statement for learners aged 

2 to 18. The Vision did not come to be 
overnight, but rather over several months of 
careful, thoughtful and deliberate discussions 
and experiences. I express my gratitude to so 
many.
   This endeavor would not have been possible 
without a dedicated and insightful group of 
parents, learning committees chairs, master 
educators, teens and visionary souls. Thank 

you so very much to Bernice Sue Behar, Liz 
Berkman, Lauren Bohne, Shelly Bramson, 
Jeff Cotton, Ellen Dietrick, Meredith Fried, 
Melissa Gladstone, Lisa Gordon, Ben 
Grebber, Marcy Hirschen, Matt Lerner, 
Michele Markley, Margaret McConchie, 
Hannah Orlansky, Mindy Pasco-Anderson, 
Jen Ramras, Sheira Rosenfield, Christine 
Shusterman, Jordan Star, Noni Sutherland and 
Anne Weinstein. You gave unselfishly of your 
precious time and energy and for that, we are 
truly grateful.  
   In addition, Rabbi Markley and I thank our 
“guides”, Dvora Goodman and Rachel Happel, 
consultants from Brandeis’ Innovations in 
Jewish Education team.  Your expertise and 
passion for excellence in Jewish education 
brought to this moment in our congregational 

life that we hadn’t begun to dream of just 
over one year ago. Todah rabah! There are 
few words that express my gratitude to Rabbi 
Todd Markley, my partner in education 
throughout this journey. Temple Beth Shalom 
is in the best hands as this Vision begins to 
be implemented over the next several years. 
Rabbi Markley will continue to inspire the 
leaders and members of this community to 
stretch for the top of the mountain and once 
there, to keep looking onward and upward for 
the next steps along the journey. Thank you is 
not enough.
   May you find a new spark of Torah each day,

Sandy Whitecross

Needham’s Art in Bloom 2011
Student Artwork with Floral Interpretations

Generously funded by a Roche Bros. donation
received by Beth Shalom Garden Club in collaboration

with the Needham High School Visual Arts Department

Friday, March 4		  Needham High School
Exhibits 1-5		  Needham Senior Center

Saturday, March 5		  Needham Public Library
Exhibits 1-30		  9:00am - 5:00pm

Sunday, March 6		  Needham Public Library
Exhibits 1-30		  1:00pm - 4:00pm	

Entertaining event for ages 2-102
Art by talented Needham High School Students
Floral designs by Beth Shalom Garden Club

Mark Your Calendar!

Save The Date

Saturday, May 7, 2011

Taste of the Town
A Toast To Our Children

enjoy dinner, open bar
and auction

all proceeds support
our temple youth.

join our event committee!
Email Adam May or Marcy Hirschen at 

tastetbs@verizon.net



www.tbsneedham.org10

The Adult Learning Committee of TBS 
invites you to join us for our annual

Bagels and Book Talk
featuring a reading and intriguing 
presentation by the author
David Schmahmann
Mr. Schmahmann will 
talk about the Jewish 

themes in his book and his experiences 
growing up Jewish in South Africa.

He’ll also introduce us to his newly 
published novel,

Ivory from Paradise
Sunday, February 6 from 9:00 - 11:00 am
Refreshments: Bagels and…will be served

This exciting event is free of charge, but please RSVP to 
June Atkind at junatkind@aol.com.

Advanced Reading Recommended: Book Signing at the event
Available in paperback at local book sellers and Amazon.com

A “Taste of Judaism”
A 3 Week Exploration of Judaism’s
Central Teachings & Traditions
Monday, February 28, 
March 7, 14
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
At Temple Beth Shalom

“A Taste of Judaism” is a special program sponsored 
by the Union for Reform Judaism and is geared for 
those exploring the basic teachings, traditions, and 
principles of Jewish life.  

Registration Information:
For additional information regarding this course go 
to www.reformjewishoutreachboston.org. To register, 
please contact Joyce Schwartz at 781-449-0404 or 
jschwartz@urj.org.

Introduction to Judaism is a program of the Union for 
Reform Judaism - Reform Jewish Outreach Boston 
supported in part by a grant from Combined Jewish 
Philanthropies.

Spring “Sparks of Insight” Series:
“The Parting of Ways”
How Christianity Separated from Judaism
Thursday evenings, March 10, 17, 24, 31     7:45 - 9:00 pm
Teacher: Rabbi Rifat Sonsino

Christianity has its roots in Judaism. Jesus was born a Jew and died as a Jew. 
In our four sessions together we will explore the historical background out of 
which Christianity arose, the impact of the contents of the Dead Sea Scrolls on 
the development of various Jewish sects during the first century CE, and the 
issues that continue to be open for discussion in Jewish-Christian dialogue.
Our Teacher: Rabbi Rifat Sonsino
Rabbi Sonsino is the Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Beth Shalom 
and an adjunct professor at Boston College’s Theology 
Department. In 1961 he entered the Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in Cincinnati from which he 
received his rabbinic ordination in 1966 with a Masters degree 
in Hebrew literature.  Rabbi Sonsino holds a Ph.D. from 
the University of Pennsylvania (1975) in Bible and ancient 
Near Eastern studies. His articles on Bible and Judaica have appeared in a 
number of scholarly journals. His book, Motive Clauses in Hebrew Law, was 
published in 1980 by Scholars Press for the Society of Biblical Literature. His 
works include: Finding God: Selected Responses, What Happens After I Die? 
Jewish Views of Life After Death, Six Jewish Spiritual Paths, The Many 
Faces of God; A Reader of Modern Jewish Theologies.  
Registration Information:
There is no charge for this series. For further information and to register 
please contact Nate Karol in the Education Office at
nkarol@tbsneedham.org or 781-444-0388.

Weekday Morning Study Series

THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES
Monday mornings, February 14, 28, March 7 & 14
10:00 - 11:30 am
Teacher: Sandy Whitecross

The more modern song inspired 
by Ecclesiastes proclaims: “To 
everything, turn, turn, turn...there is 
a season….”  What is it about the 
ancient text that brought a rock band, The Byrds, 
into the spotlight? The group may have lasted 
less than ten years, but their lyrics have echoed 
through the millennia. “There is nothing new under 
the sun” is another popular phrase rooted in this 
challenging text. 
“Kohelet,” as this book is known in Hebrew, is 
a strange and, in many ways, an unsettling text.  
There are contradictions, opinions, observations of 
the inequities of life, and exposed frustrations by 
the author.  Further, why is this text linked with the 
holiday of Sukkot?
Join Sandy Whitecross in the exploration of this text 
and consider if there is only darkness lurking in this 
ancient text or if there is light to help us illumine 
our lives.
Learners of all ages and stages are welcome.
Registration Information:
There is no charge for this course. Please register by con-
tacting Nate Karol in the Education Office at
nkarol@tbsneedham.org or 781-444-0388. 



Magda and Gregg Schmalz, Alexandra, David, Toby and Lily
on the passing of their grandmother and great grandmother, Clara Kornitzer

Bruce and Lauren Kruglak, Jeremy, Austin and Harrison
on the passing of their father and grandfather, Norman Milton Kruglak

Phil Benjamin and Shelley Lane, and David
on the passing of their father and grandfather, George Benjamin
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YahrzeitsFEBRUARY 4
Stephanie Allman

Robert Boyer
George Dickstein

Eva Finkelstein
Freda Gerstenfeld

Minnie Golden
Audrey Goldstein

Etta Goodman
Harry Goodman

Irving Heller
Andrew Kahalas

Adrienne Kenzora
Philip Kowal

Florence Ledner
Anna Leppo

Barry Lieberman
I. Michael Rosen
James Sandberg
David L. Smith

Emma Novick Stone
Otto Sulzberger
Henry Weisberg
Laurence S. Wolk

Leon Wolk
Marilyn Yogel

FEBRUARY 11
Lillian Aarons

Sara Bello
Billie Burstein
Robert Epstein

Diane Feinzig
Charles Fienberg
Frank Herbert
Minnie Kagan
Rose Katkis

Frederick Kupferman
Gertrude Landy

Edward Lebowich
William David Loeser
Sydney Loewenthal

Lenore Luskin
Philip Lustig

Edward Marshak
Oscar Melman
Molly Newfield

Elaine Bernstein Saltzman
Jenifer Saltzman
Paul G. Scollin

Anna Ruth Shafer
Rose Slawsby

Ida Smith
Max Nathan Sockol

Michael Stocklan
Pearl Stone
Charles Taub

Gertrude Waldman
William A. Weener

Sharing our Lives
We extend our sympathy to

FEBRUARY 18
Gertrude Alpern
Abraham Barsook
Frances Kay Boyar
Aaron Buchman
Jerome Casper

Frances R. Channen
Florence Cipriano
Lenore Drabkin
Nancy Eiseman
Marjorie Feuer

David Giller
Morris Goodwin
Sidney Hentoff

Bernard Holzman
Irving Kaplan

Bernice G. Karger
Louis Krafchik
I. Jay Krieger

Irving Lerman
Louis Messing
Edward Miller

Theodore Pearlman
Robert Pearlstein

Sylvan Herbert Rosenthal
Philip Sadow

Louis Sagansky
Norman L. Seltzer

Kenneth Soble

Selma Sokel
Miriam Stavisky

Bertha Taub
Melvin Zabar

FEBRUARY 25
Marci Cohen
Sonia Cohen

Harry Comras
Edward Ediff

Robert Geffen
Charles Gilvarg
Joseph Goldfarb

Rose Green
Lottie M. Grossman

Lena Hyman
Gilbert LeBlanc
Maurice Levin

Fay May
Eva Perlmutter

John Potter
David Riskin
Ruth Riskind

Theodore Robbins
Rita Rosen

Sandra Lee Rosenblatt Rubin
Peter Segaloff
Irving Stern

Jacqueline C. Tamkin
Zalmon Wallack

Mary Vigor Zeitler

   For more than two decades, Temple Beth Shalom of Needham has partnered with The 
Needham Community Council to deliver Christmas Dinners to Needham residents. In 
this, our twenty-seventh year, 112 dinners left the kitchen of Temple Beth Shalom. The 
Needham Community Council’s generous Pantry Shelf provided 7 of our 13 turkeys 
as well as boxes of stuffing, and cans of cranberry sauce and gravy. The gathering of 
names, the record keeping and difficult job of preparing the bags in which the meals 
were delivered was also done by the Council personnel.  
   The bulk of the labor was born by the volunteers of Temple Beth Shalom. Some 
roasted succulent turkeys, thirteen in all. Others arrived at the Temple kitchen early 
Christmas morning to peel the 100 pounds of potatoes to be mashed. The kitchen 
volunteers prepared all the fixings: the stuffing, vegetables, cranberry sauce and gravy. 
A dozen other volunteers baked mouthwatering desserts, brownies and cookies of all 
descriptions and brought them to Temple Beth Shalom. Just beyond the kitchen doors, 
another group of volunteers worked to make ready the bags for delivery by placing the 
desserts,  a drink and fruit, an apple or clementine, into each bag to compliment the 
dinner to come. In about three hours the preparation work was completed. Just in time 
for the arrival of the final group of volunteers; those who came to collect the dinner 
bags and deliver them. We are so proud of all the volunteers, so proud of everyone 
who made this day a better one for their neighbors. It is an honor to work with you.

In appreciation,
Lois and Ron Sockol

June and Richard Atkind
Co-Chairs of Project EZRA

t h a n k  y o u

Congratulations to the

2010 TBS
Fantasy Football

League Champion

Phil Channen

Thanks to all the owners

for a fun inaugural season.

TBS
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Contributions
The minimum donation for recognition in The Scroll is $10.00.

“At birthdays, anniversaries, yahrzeits, etc., support your Temple Fund.”

Rabbi Perlman’s Discretionary Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
The Lebwith Family	 Rabbi Perlman for making Allison’s Bat Mitzvah 	
		  so special
Louis & Patti Grossman	 Rabbi Jay at the Naming of 
	    Henry Maxwell Grossman
The Simon Family	 Rabbi Jay following the passing of Avis Simon
David & June Smith	 Rabbi Perlman for a beautiful Wedding for 		
		  Kara Smith & Brian Johnson
Sarah Morris	 Rabbi Jay’s visit
Arnie & Dotti Cohen	 Rabbi Jay for a wonderful wedding ceremony 		
		  for David & Sorelle
The Kruglak Family	 Rabbi Jay for his comfort following the passing 		
		  of Norman Kruglak
Rick & Marilyn Lichtman	 Rabbi Jay’s compassionate outreach following 		
		  our loss
Betty & Steven Weiner	 Rabbi Jay for the baby naming of our
		  granddaughter, Lily
Barry & Amy Segel	 Rabbi Jay for a beautiful naming for Jack Segel

Donor	 In honor of
David & Daryl Frieschling	 Rabbi Perlman’s leadership &
	    guidance
Amy, Larry, Alyssa & Ross Shulman	 Rabbi Perlman, in hopes for an enriching & 		
		  wonderful Sabbatical
Carl Gordon	 Teresa Comb’s special birthday

Donor	 Speedy recovery
Ralph & Ina Melen	 Andrew Murray

Donor	 In memory of
Heide Davis & Family	 Jacob Davis
Edward & Lucille Cherenson	 David Perlmutter
Arlene & Norman Slawsby	 Rose Farber
Ralph Levine	 Herman S. Levine
Shirley Berg	 David Darish
Nancy & Lou Cohen & Family	 Joanne Cohen Weissman
Marcia, Ken, Michael & Jen Brier
   & Buddy Cohen	 Paula S. Cohen
Michael, Sharon, Sara & Ricky Kahn	 Sidney H. Kahn
Martin Yogel & Family	 Rose Farber

Rabbi Markley’s Discretionary Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
The Lebwith Family	 Rabbi Markley for helping to make Allison’s
		  Bat Mitzvah so special
Suzanne Saletan	 Rabbi Markley
Jerry Sherman	 Buddy Jacobs
Tyra Allgrove	 Rabbi Makley, Rabbi Perlman & Rabbi Lenke

Donor	 In memory of
The LeClair Family	 Frances Schultz
The Dephoure Family	 Naomi Lefcowitz-Dephoure
Steven & Barbara Popper	 Ann Popper and Dorothy Diamondstein
Liz & Rich Berkman	 Sylvia Berkman
Arnold & Carol Farber	 Rose Farber
Jan & Mort Parker	 Martha Ehrenfeld
Jan & Mort Parker	 Charles Perlmutter

Rabbi Lenke’s Discretionary Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
The Lebwith Family	 Rabbi Lenke for doing such a great job 		
		  preparing Allison for her Bat Mitzvah

Donor	 In honor of
Irma Grebber	 Rabbi Lenke
Toby & Edward Fox	 Rabbi Lenke

Donor	 In memory of
The Sharp Family	 Sidney Honig

The Chesed Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
Bobbie & Ed Friedman	 The Chesed Committee with many thanks

Donor	 In  honor of
Magie & Alan Glou	 The birth of Linda & Allan Gersten’s new 		
		  granddaughter
Marlene & Jerry Schultz	 The birth of Patti & Louis Grossman’s
		  grandson & the marriage of David to Dara

Margie & Alan Glou	 Jennifer Ramsdell’s marriage to Kevin Rheame

Donor	 Speedy recovery
Jerry Sherman	 Buddy Jacobs

Donor	 In  memory of
Margie & Alan Glou	 Lillian Krangel
Margie & Alan Glou	 Yakov Kotlyar
Ina & Ron Glasberg	 Yakov Kotlyar
Roberta Gerson	 Thelma Gerson
Brenda & Ira Nagel	 Lillian Krangel
Joan & Sheldon Bycoff	 Lillian Krangel
Joan & Sheldon Bycoff	 Joe Bakerman
Barbara & Steven Popper	 Diane Sparr
The Bookman Family	 Wolfe William Stocklan
Rosalyn & Jason Levy & Family	 Ira Levy
Harold Sparr	 Diane Sparr

Children’s Center Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Ronald & Carol Kalish	 Avery Robert Kalish
Ellen Dietrick	 The Children’s Center families with thanks
Ellen Dietrick	 The Children’s Center teachers with thanks

Donor	 Speedy recovery
The TBSCC Scientist Room	 Barbara Haimowitz 

Donor	 In memory of
TBSCC PTC	 Stuart Fedder
TBSCC PTC	 Smadar Stearns Father-in-law
TBSCC PTC	 Kathy Fleegler

Education Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
Religious School Committee	 Sandy Whitecross & Nate Karol - for all that 		
		  you do
The Markley Family	 Linda Rosenberg for her generosity

Donor	 In honor of
The Nash Family	 Rabbi Jay, Rabbi Todd, Rabbi Lenke &
		  Sandy Whitecross

Donor	 In memory of
The Behar Family	 Shirley Rosenberg Cohen
Meredith & Gabe Fried	 Sol White
Ruth & Shelly Bramson	 Madeleine Bramson
Ruth & Shelly Bramson	 Louis Bramson
Anita Glickman	 Elliott Stone
Mildred Cohen & Marjorie Sockol	 Melvin W. Cohen
Bobbi & Ed Friedman	 Leon Weiss
Barbara Pack	 Lillian Krangel
Barbara Pack	 Irving Pack
Carly, Max, Jody & Michael Seidman	 Amy Sakowitz & Seth Evans’ father   

General Fund
Donor	 In appreciation of
Lisa & Jeff Shapiro	 Max Chaiken for his assistance preparing Josh 		
		  for his Bar Mitzvah	
Lisa & Jeff Shapiro	 Sandy Hain for her kindness & assistance
		  during the preparation for Josh’s Bar Mitzvah

Donor	 In honor of
Beverly & Rochelle Gottlieb	 The LeClair Family
Debbie & Jimmy Krasnow, Rosie Poku,	 Jarrett Hurwitz becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Miriam & Shoshana Troen-Krasnow		  in Israel

Donor	 In memory of
Ann & Bob Lurie	 Rose Green
Judy & Fred Shapiro	 Gertrude Ullian

Richard Todd Sacks Jewish Life Education Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Ina & Ron Glasberg	 Ben Lewis’ Bar Mitzvah
Lauren & Michael Corkin	 Lisa Haas’ 50th birthday
Ina & Ron Glasberg	 Nancy & Monty Krieger’s 30th Anniversary
Ina & Ron Glasberg	 Cindy & Ron Matloff ’s 40th Anniversary

Donor	 In memory of
Helaine & Joseph Yanofsky	 Minnie Yanofsky
Ina & Ron Glasberg	 Lillian Krangel
Carolyn & Leonard Finn	 Diane Sparr

Library Fund
Donor	 In memory of
Marilyn & Bob Brooks	 Lillian Krangel
Coral & Roger Ambuter	 Jack Epstein
Coral & Roger Ambuter	 Florence M. Covell
Coral & Roger Ambuter	 Philip Covell
Roberta Gerson	 Lena Pearlman
Marilyn & Bob Brooks	 Larry S. Karlin

Music Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Anita Glickman	 Nancy & Monty Krieger’s 30th
		  Wedding anniversary
Jane & Larry Salk	 Marcie Jonas at her Installation
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Donor	 In memory of
Michael Cohen & Cheryl Weisman-Cohen	 William Weisman
Vera Burtman & Family	 Earl Martin Burtman
Arlene Katzman	 Martin Katzman
Roberta Gerson	 Richard Bernard Pearlman
Evan & Barry Freid	 Norman Kruglak

Gersten/Hoisington Memorial Lecture Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Anne Riskin		  The birth of Linda & Allan Gersten’s
			   granddaughter,  Annie
Arnie & Dotti Cohen		  Jerry Goldberg’s 70th birthday
Arnie & Dotti Cohen		  Allan Gersten’s 65th birthday
Linda & Allan Gersten		  Ina Glasberg’s special birthday
Linda & Allan Gersten		  The engagement of Raisa Bezverkhny’s 		
			   daughter, Funnya

Donor	 In memory of 
Leonard & Carolyn Finn	 William Cohn

Kivi Grebber Memorial Fund
Donor	 In memory of
Jean & Joe Sands	 Lillian Krangel

Ned Saltzberg Memorial Fund
Donor	 In memory of
Toby & Edward Fox	 Rose Bycoff
Carol Saltzberg	 Lynn Lewin’s mother
Carol Saltzberg, Michele & Michael Fox
& Family, Jill & Peter Brookman & Family	 Ned Saltzberg
Harriet Lieb	 Barney Drooker
Harriet Lieb	 Lillian Drooker

Prayerbook Fund
(The minimum donation for a bookplate is $54.00)

Donor	 In memory of
Sandra & Steve Shusterman	 Benjamin Gruber
Bruce Kruglak & Family	 Norman M. Kruglak

Sanctuary Flower Fund
Donor	 In honor of
The Nir Family	 Amit Nir becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Susan & David Lebwith	 Allison Lebwith becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lori Grossman & Jim Sharton	 Drew Sharton becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Donor	 Speedy recovery
Jean & Joe Sands	 Bobbi Niss

Donor	 In memory of
The Bor Family	 Hazel Stieber

Sisterhood Oneg Fund
Donor	 In honor of
The Nir Family	 Amit Nir becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Susan & David Lebwith	 Allison Lebwith becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lori Grossman & Jim Sharton	 Drew Sharton becoming a Bar Mitzvah

Social Action Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Rabbi William & Nathalie Kaufman	 Charles R. Levin on his birthday
Mildred Krieger	 Monty Krieger’s special birthday

Donor	 In memory of
Susan Sloane Sherman	 Gloria Sloane
Richie & Sally Weitzen	 William Weitzen
Layne & Jeff Lepes	 Lillian Krangel
	

Torah and Sanctuary Fund
Donor	 In honor of
Joan & Sheldon Bycoff	 David Grossman’s marriage

Torah Commentary Fund
Donor	 In memory of
The Pinals Barringer Family	 Jeanne Levine

Youth Fund
Donor	 In memory of
Shelley, Gary, Elissa & Josh Goldman	 Leonard Fine
Gary, Shelley, Elissa & Josh Goldman	 William Goldman

ONE WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 101
WELLESLEY, MA 02481
tel: 617 332 1471 
fax: 617 332 2735
cell: 617 365 1103
lwittman@newtoneye.com
www.visionsource-newtoneye.com

LYNN WITTMAN, O.D., F.A.A.O.

Owned and Operated by NRT, LLC.

1261 Centre Street
Newton, MA  02459
(617) 969-2447

LAUREN CORKIN
CHMS, REALTOR®

(617) 460-3239  Cell
(617) 969-2447  Office
Lauren.Corkin@NEMoves.com

Please call me for any of your real estate needs! 

www.NewEnglandMoves.com

C O L D W E L L B A N K E R R E S I D E N T I A L B R O K E R A G E

Named to the NRT’s Top 1,000 Sales Associates Nationwide
3rd Quarter 2010

Looking to get better 
results
in your job search?
Check out the Needham-
Newton Job Club, the 
popular job search/
networking group operated by Career Moves @ 
JVS (www.career-moves.org). You will learn new 
strategies, contacts, and tips to be more effective 
and stay motivated in your job search. The job 
club meets weekly on Wednesdays from 9:30-
11:00 a.m at Temple Beth Shalom,
670 Highland Ave, Needham.

The JVS Job Club is free of charge
and open to the public.   

For more information and/or to register,
please contact Debbie Lipsett, JVS Job Club 

Facilitator and Career Coach, at
617-965-7940 or dlipsett@jvs-boston.org.

Eric Rosenberg
Agent

New York Life
Insurance Company

800 South Street
Waltham, MA 02453
Business: 781.392.1775
Cell: 857.919.5808
erosenberg@ft.newyorklife.com
MA Ins. Lic. # 1881324
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Planning parties is
what we do.Everyday.

Contact us at
617-964-6550 or at
www.hopplepopple.com
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Drum Lessons by Ben Atkind 

 

 
 

Accomplished Berklee Student and Professional Drummer                   617-462-1002 
Experienced Teacher - References Available                               batkind@berklee.net                                                              
 

Drum Lessons
by Ben Atkind

Accomplished Berklee Student and
Professional Drummer  Experienced Teacher

References Available
617-462-1002    batkind@berklee.net

Great Ways 
to Shop

The Supermarket that always offers you the 
freshest quality foods & customer service.

Easy shopping from the comfort of 
your own home.

For The Quick Pick-Up Meal

2011 Relay For Life Kickoff
to Be Held at TBS 

Do you want to make a difference in the fight against 
cancer in our community?

Plan now to join Temple Beth Shalom’s team in the 
Relay For Life of Needham, Dedham and Wellesley, 
which will take place May 14 and 15 at the Newman 

Elementary School in Needham.
The Relay For Life is a fun, team-based, 18-hour event 

that raises money to support the programs and services 
of the American Cancer Society. 

The 2011 TBS team will be led by Adam May and 
Sabra Sherry, who have served on the Relay Planning 
Committee for the past several years and are eager to 

share their passion for Relay with the TBS community. 
Adam is a cancer survivor, and Sabra was a primary 
caregiver for her mom, who lost her battle against 

cancer six years ago. Most likely, you’ve been touched 
by cancer, too, and if you want to help fight back against 

this horrible disease, please consider participating in 
this year’s Relay.

To learn more about this life-changing event, join 
Adam and Sabra at the Relay For Life Kickoff at TBS on 

Wednesday, February 2, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Stay tuned for additional Relay information in the 

months to come. If you have questions or want to learn 
more about the Relay,

please email Sabra Sherry at relaysabra@yahoo.com or 
Adam May at relaytbs@verizon.net.

JOIN IN THE DIALOGUE!
Our new Temple Beth Shalom blog is live!

It is a great ongoing forum for dialogue, 
discussion, and learning in an

online environment here at TBS.
At our “BLOG SHALOM” site we all have the 
opportunity to offer our own thoughts and 

opinions about matters related to the life of our 
Jewish community, the world in which we live, 

and the teachings of our tradition.  

A NEW Blog Post on (THE RECENT J-STREET/
BOSTON JEWISH COMMUNITY CONTROVERSY)

has been added by Michael Bailit!
Sign on and add your insights.  

To go directly to the blog, visit:
http://templebethshalomneedham.blogspot.com

Log on and become part of our
community-wide on-line conversation!
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Dear Temple Beth Shalom Parents,

Again I want to thank you for taking some time 
out of your busy life to read our monthly discussion of Chyten Educational Services 
and significant aspects of the academic arena including standardized testing.  In my 
experience, it is never too early to plan.

Remember that there are important options for SAT preparation. Encourage your 
teens to explore online college websites.  Visit nearby colleges. The arrival of PSAT 
scores in December was only one perspective on appropriate testing and scheduling options.  Most students end up 
taking the SAT two or three times, as well as perhaps the ACT and SAT II Subject Tests before applying to colleges 
during the fall of their Senior Year.

SAT Test dates for this academic year are March 12, May 7, and June 4, 2011.  ACT dates are February 12, April 9 
and June 11. Make sure that your student has numerous options and opportunities.  Therefore, plan to test early 
and (if necessary) often. Chyten students report stronger skills and strategies, leading to more focused, successful 
performances.

There are approximately 200 colleges across the country that do not require standardized tests for admission.  
Planning not to take the SAT or ACT and to apply only to schools that do not require them is a risky strategy, since 
these schools are still small in number.  Also, all schools, even those that do not require standardized tests, will consider 
test scores if you provide them. So even for students applying to these schools, taking ACT or SAT is a no-lose 
situation. Contact the Admissions Office of your target schools for specifics.

The differences between the ACT and SAT are profound, in content, format, and strategies.  One of the best ways 
to determine which exam best fits a student’s academic ability is to take Chyten’s ACT vs. SAT Comparison Test, 
which is free to Chyten’s PASS members. Of course, keep in mind that many students take both tests to increase their 
opportunities.

Choosing Classes and Levels In general, it is best to take classes that make up a challenging schedule. The impression 
that a student may be choosing easier classes, even if he/she is earning top grades, is a turn off to many colleges. For 
students likely to apply to “more competitive” schools, better grades are very important; taking AP or honors-level 
courses can support your college applications.

AP Classes are challenging, college-level courses offered in some high schools.  If you are questioning your 
preparedness for the May AP Exams in ANY AREA, please consult with Chyten. Our tutors are top-flight educators.  
Many have specific AP course skills to assist the student. No student should take an AP Exam without the appropriate, 
rigorous and specific training and practice. Some high schools do not offer AP courses, but suggest that talented 
students sit for the AP Exam. Make sure that your student is confident re: format and content of AP US History, 
Biology, English, or whichever test they’d like to try, before the early May test dates.

Contact CHYTEN at 1-800-428-8378 or 1-617-559-9931 to learn about our four centers in Newton, Wellesley, 
Lexington, and Westwood. Creating a testing plan for your student is our job.

Cheryl Weisman-Cohen
Distinguished Tutor, Chyten Educational Services



www.tbsneedham.org16

Please Support our Advertisers

Truly Yogurt & Ice Cream
We offer delicious ice cream,

frozen yogurt and
soft serve.

There is always something
to satisfy everyone at

Truly Yogurt
with generous portions

at reasonable prices.
35 Grove Street

Wellesley
781-239-1356

www.trulyyogurt.com
“2010 Best of Wellesley”

Wellesley Townsman
Gary Goldman, Owner
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Bernie Segaloff Cheryl Segaloff
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